TENTATIVE PROGRAM
FOR 2008 JOINT TCA/KCA CONFERNCE

Friday, September 12

12:30-1:00 Joint Welcome Session

1:00-1:50 Sessionl PA,B&C

2:00-2:50 Session2 PA,B&C

3:00-3:50 Session3 PA,B&C

4:00-4:50 Break b Sponsored by Mark Francisco

(Wadsworth/Cengage Learning)

This will also provide an opportunity for check-in and to
change into casual clothes for the picnic.

5:00-6:00 Key Note Speakers

6:00-8:00  Picnic & Entertainment

8:00-Until  Social Hours

Saturday, September 13

7:00-8:00 Breakfast

8:00-9:00  Separate Business Meetings
9:00-9:50 Session4 DA, B&C
10:00-10:50 Session5 PA,B&C
11:00-1:150 Session6 PA,B&C

12:00 Joint Luncheon & Awards

SESSION 1
Friday, September 12
1:00-1:50 p.m.

Session 1 A - Interpersonal Communication and Small Group Interest Group

QConnecting Interpersonal Communication across Contexts o

Interest Group Chair: Holly Payne, Western Kentucky University
holly.payne @wku.edu

Homophily and Candidate Favorability: An examination of Young Voters
and Presidential Candidates

Jenifer L. Lewis, Western Kentucky University

The importance of candidates connecting with voters is clear. Research indicates that, for young
voters, the interpersonal connection is often the most important when making a decision
regarding for whom to vote. This paper will examine the importance of perceptions of sameness
between young voters and Presidential hopefuls in the 2008 Presidential primary campaign.

Interpersonal Communication in the Nonprofit Context: The Beginning of a
Research Agenda

Jennifer Mize Smith, Western Kentucky University

Given the growth of the civil society sector, Lewis (2005) called for more organizational
communication research in the nonprofit context. However, the study of interpersonal
relationships embedded in and integral to nonprofit work is equally important. This paper reviews




potential areas for interpersonal communication research, theory building, and application.

Social Relationships in the Evolving World of Technology

Stacy Freed, University of Tennessee at Martin

Communicating electronically is a way of life for many people today. Email, text messaging, and
social networking sites play a vital role in maintaining social relationships. This paper will review
current scholarship on electronic communication, examining how social relationships have
changed due to the increase in electronic communication. Pros and cons of communicating
electronically will be discussed, and strategies for improving the use of electronic communication
will be offered.

The Role of Health Care Provider Advice and Social/Emotional Support in
Behavior Changes Common to the Treatment of Hypertension

Mark Prather, Knox County Health Department

Kathy Brown, Knox County Health Department

This study examined the association between physician advice, social and emotional support
and health-related behaviors. Specifically, the association of (1) health care provider advice and
(2) social/lemotional support on adopting health-related behaviors common to help control or
reduce hypertension was investigated using local BRFSS data (n =1, 374 hypertensive adults).
Adults that could recall specific instructions from their physician or other health care provider to
(1) change their diet, (2) exercise, (3) reduce alcohol use, and (4) reduce salt consumption to
reduce or control their high blood pressure were more likely to report they were performing these
behaviors compared to respondents who did not recall receiving advice. In addition, the role that
social and emotional support may play in assisting those who had been given advice to adopt
these four behaviors was investigated but the results did not yield significant results.

Session 1 B B Curriculum & Instruction Interest Group

GChoices, Challenges, Traditions and the Future of Communication

Education O

Interest Group Chair: Derek Lane, University of Kentucky
drlane@uky.edu

Career Choice Versus Vocational Calling

Arthur Hunt, University of Tennessee-Martin

This paper examines the culture of choice and how it presents a unique dilemma for the student
of communication. The concept of vocation is offered as a viable alternative with it notions of
internal and external calling.

Values, Spirituality and Vocation within the Communication Major Context

Tracy Rutledge, University of Tennessee-Martin
This paper examines the interaction among values, spirituality and vocation while addressing the
various challenges of communication majors.

Rhetoric for a Learned Future

Larry Clifton, Walters State Community College

With America spending more money on education than any other country, and its students faring
worse and worse in international competitions, amidst all the electronic finery offered them, must
there be a rhetoric offered to curtail this dilemma? The answer is yes. The rhetoric must entail a
call for education forgoing fads and returning to its traditional nature.

Revisiting the D.A.: Is There a Place for the Doctor of Arts Degree in




Communication Education

Thomas J. Sabetta, Jefferson Community and Technical College

The degree of Doctor of Arts was last seriously discussed during the 1970's and 1980's by such
notables as Bruce Gronbeck, Isa Engleberg, and Dar Wolvin. This paper reviews that past
research and explores the idea of how this degree might be successful today while placing it in
context with the current graduate educational system of the Ph.D. and Ed.D. Additionally, the
paper discusses ways that this degree could help communication instruction in small colleges and
universities and community colleges in light of a trend of most Ph.D's to matriculate to (mostly)
teaching institutions.

Reflections on the Future of Communication Education Research:
Examining the Status of Instructional Communication as a Doctoral
Specialty in U.S. Universities

Derek R. Lane, University of Kentucky

Deanna D. Sellnow, University of Kentucky

Graduate students interested in studying communication in the classroom and in other
pedagogical contexts--especially within doctoral programs-- have limited options. Fifteen doctoral
programs specializing in communication education were included in the 1996 NCA Doctoral
Reputation Study. Unfortunately, communication education was dropped as a disciplinary
emphasis from the 2004 reputation study because too few doctoral programs were offering a
specialization in instructional communication. The problem is exacerbated as increasing
numbers of prominent instructional researchers retire. This manuscript traces the historical
development of instructional communication graduate programs in order to assess their current
status and anticipate the future of communication education research in U.S. universities.

Session 1 C b Special Interest Panel
(rilmmaking: It seems like "Just Yesterday"

Students seeking degrees in flmmaking studies and production have increased nearly 300% in
the last few decades. What is being done to meet this demand? This panel is centered upon the
14-minute film production by two EKU filmmakers and six students, !Just Yesterday." It will
examine cooperative learning in theory and practice and offer suggestions for future active
learning strategies in the filmmaking process. Furthermore, it seeks to provide film footage of the
process, the learning experience and the outcomes.

Cooperative Learning: Theory, Practice and Filmmaking
John Fitch, Eastern Kentucky University

Filmmaking and Cooperative Learning: Where do you find the money to do
the real thing?
Karen L. Rudick, Eastern Kentucky University

A Triangulation of filmmaking: Students' responses, behind-the-scenes
footage and film excerpts
Chad Cogdill, Eastern Kentucky University

SESSION 2




Friday, September 12
2:00-2:50 p.m.

Session 2 A B Argumentation & Forensics/Rhetoric & Public Address
Interest Group
Interest Group Chair: Ro bin Ringer, Walters State Community College
robin.ringer@ws.edu

Intersections of Race, Class, Gender, and Sexuality in Male Dating

Jimmie Manning, Northern Kentucky University

This paper explores popular representations of male dating as portrayed through reality television
series The Bachelor, Flavor of Love, and Boy Meets Boy. A historical assessment of dating
games and reality programs leads into critical analysis of race, class, gender, and sexuality as
portrayed in the programs and how this leads into larger questions about perceptions of male
masculinity (particularly in romantic pursuit) in cultures.

A Purpose Driven Life

Robin Ringer, Walters State Community College

Even a cursory glance at Rick Warren's The Purpose Driven Life leads the rhetorical critic toward
a metaphoric approach. From the preface to final page, Warren uses multifarious metaphors,
anything from the Biblically based to the modern mechanical and technological in order to
illustrate, explain and persuade. This essay applies Lakoff and Johnson's metaphoric analysis to
answer the following questions: What do the metaphors used in The Purpose Driven Life suggest
about Warren's worldview? Are the metaphors consistent? If not, what is the effect of the
inconsistency? Do the metaphors hinder or facilitate the accomplishment of Warren's goals?

Radio News in Indian Country Native News

J. Wayne Rinks, University of Southern Indiana

In recent years Native Americans and those interested in Native issues and current events have
been served by two nationally available radio news services covering Native America. Today
there is only one remaining national radio broadcast for the more than 2-million American Indians
and Native Alaskans. It is the purpose of this study to examine National Native News and
Independent Native News, how they began, how they operated, and how one of them died.

The Rhetoric of Public Speaking

Larry Clifton, Walters State Community College

I. Public speaking may serve either sophistry or rhetoric, with the latter being Aristotle's
"counterpart to the dialectic.” Rhetoric and dialectic are tools without necessarily a subject matter
of their own with applicability to various subjects. Il. Rhetoric is the "artful means (tecnhe) to
persuasion (pisteis)" while the dialectic is "a formal debate on various subjects in the Aristotelian
Lyceum." lll. Rhetoric must (1) advance a cause of justice and truth, (2) persuade the masses
(oratory), (3) argue both sides of an argument and (4) must defend the rhetor against verbal
attacks IV. The Artistic and Inartistic modes in rhetorical persuasion consists of that which may be
taught and that which may not be taught to an audience. V. Artistic means surrounds the ethos,
pathos, and logos in the persuasion method. VI. The target Genres will be either judge/jury,
legislator/voter, or spectator. VII. The result (telos) of these genres will be forensic (legal),
deliberative (political) or epideictic (ceremonial). VIII. Modern speakers must understand the
value of rhetoric to make their speeches plausible and special. IX. Parts of the Speech

Session 2 B b Organizational and Corporate Communication Interest Group
QCreating Community: Administrators Speak Out O
Interest Group Chair : Lou Davidson Tillson, Professor




Department of Organizational Communication
Murray State University
lou.tillson@murraystate.edu

Communication professors currently serving their university as an administrator will discuss the
good, the bad, and the ugly aspects of their leadership roles. They will discuss how they utilize
what they (used to) teach and provide insights and advice to others who might be interested in
moving into higher education administrative positions.

Russell T. Church
Department of Speech & Theatre, Chair
Middle Tennessee State University

Steve Cox
Department of Organizational Communication, Chair
Murray State University

Derek R. Lane

Graduate Programs in Communication, Associate Dean
College of Communications & Information Studies
University of Kentucky

Tim Todd
College of Business and Public Affairs, Dean
Murray State University

Session 2 C b Special Interest Panel
"Absence do es not make the heart grow fonder": Examining strategies and
techniques for improving retention in the Communication Classroom.

This panel will highlight and discuss a wide variety of approaches instructors can enact to
discourage serial student absenteeism and improve overall classroom retention. One of the
biggest challenges in the communication classroom context is that we often require a reasonable
number of participants and audience members for the performance chemistry to succeed. Many
students ignore or fail to attend performance based classes both when they are not required and
also when they are required to perform. This program will emphasize practical and energizing
steps you can take to encourage better attendance and classroom participation.

Robert Glenn, Owensboro Community & Technical College
Tori Forncrook, Owensboro Community & Technical College
Tammy Rice, Owensboro Community & Technical College

Dan Hildenbrandt, Owensboro Community & Technical College
Gary Deaton, Transylvania University

Crystal Coleman, Murray State University

Tom Sabetta, Jefferson Community & Technical College

Gary LaFleur, Morehead State University

James Reppert, Southern Arkansas University




SESSION 3
Friday, September 12
3:00-3:50 p.m.

Session 3 A BMass Commun ication Interest Group

OCrisis and Emergency CommunicationsO

Interest Group Chairs: Julie Berman, University of Louisville
[eberm01@louisville.edu

Chris Blair, Union University
cblair@uu.edu

How college PR and journalism majors view the conflict between their
professions in a serious emergency

Christopher Swindell, Marshall University, Huntington, WV

Journalism and PR majors were surveyed to determine how they manage information in a
hypothetical emergency. Conflict within the crafts is well documented, but it is unclear when the
differences take root. Using coorientation, the researchers determined agreement, congruency,
and accuracy concerning correctness, speed and panic. Patterns seen later in the professions
had already emerged.

Reaching out with Web 2.0 during an emergency

Cam Tracy, Union University, Jackson, TN

After UnionOs tornado hit, the campus was left without power and the ability to host basic internet
services for close to 16 hours. Learn how Union looked overnight to basic Web 2.0 tools like
Flickr, Facebook, Blogger and YouTube to deliver official information and tell its story in new
ways.

Session 3 B B Corporate & Organizational Communication Interest Group

Cstudent -Centered Ideas for Building Local Community O

Interest Group Chair:  Janet McCormick, Middle Tennessee State Univers ity
[mccormi@mtsu.edu

Community Formation in the Speech Classroom: A Lifetime Learner
Approach

Jeffrey L. Rinkel, Chattanooga State Technical Community College

The use of community building assignments and activities as part of a Public Speaking course
enables students to excel not only in the Speech classroom but in their other courses as well.
Activities that foster community building include class discussion about common feelings of
communication apprehension, topic development and research based on audience analysis, the
effective use of narrative to make connections with the audience, proofreading and rehearsing in
pairs, and special occasion speeches based on each student's reality. Students are encouraged
to apply these community building skills in their everyday and professional lives, fostering the
growth of lifetime learners.




Creating Community: Honors Courses in Communication

Lou Davidson Tillson,, Murray State University

There are nearly 600 honors programs in the United States (PetersonOs guide2002), yet little reseg
on honors communication courses currently exists. This panel seeks to open the discussion in this
unique area of instruction by connecting honors course professors and exploring their pedagogical
practices.

It’s a Flat, Flat, Flat, Flat World: Thomas Friedman’s Inhumane Vision

Arthur W. Hunt Ill, The University of Tennessee at Martin

Thomas FreidmanOs vision of globalization is shorsighted because it 1) does not consider the
value of local communities and 2) it presupposes no common good but the marketplace. Global
profiteers do not see individual faces or the network of social relationships within a real
community. What they see is a dollar sign and a spot on a map.

Note: The paper is based in part on a chapter from a book Hunt is working on entitled, Surviving
Technopolis: Finding Balance in Our New Electronic Environments.

Building Community with Student Affairs

Deana Raffo, Middle Tennessee State University

As a core component of MTSU's Leadership Studies minor, a practicum
course provides students with the opportunity to enrich their respective
classroom experiences by taking part in projects designed to promote
leadership, service, self-awareness, and discovery learning.
Participants will learn about partnerships with Student Affairs that
promote communities of learners where curricular and co-curricular
learning objectives intertwine.

Building Community Between Our Students and BPW (Business and
Professional Women)

Janet McCormick, Middle Tennessee State University

This presentation highlights the importance of matching students with professional organizations
that can enhance and showcase their emerging professional talents. | will be using Business and
Professional Women (BPW) as an example providing a brief history, membership criteria, and
participation opportunities for students including: resume affiliation/recognition, networking
potential, training (Individual Development), Young Careerist speak off, fundraisers/event

planning for domestic violence shelters, Equal Pay Day and the Tennessee Economic Summit.

Building Community Partnerships through ORCO 4500 Communication
Consulting and Auditing

Sharon Smith, Middle Tennessee State University

In this senior capstone course, students audit communication effectiveness in an organization
and make recommendations. They are required to identify a mentor, compile data through onsite
observation and/or phone/email interviews, and present their findings and subsequent
recommendations to the class (as well as forward to their mentor). A sampling of local
organizations identified for these semester-long projects will be provided.

Session 3 C b Special Interest Panel
Working To gether: A Look at the Future of the PRPSA in Communication
Apprehension

Public speaking students are often asked if a public speaking course helped improve their
communication apprehension. This panel will share their 2007-2008 research study using Dr.




James C. McCroskey's Personal Report of Public Speaking Anxiety (PRPSA) measure. The
highlights of this panel will include how this measure was applied to today's students enrolled in
traditional, shorter term, and online public speaking courses and its future applications.

Researchers are beginning to study the comparison of traditional and online formats in a public
speaking course (Clark & Jones, 2001). In some cases, online students score as well on
speaking assignments as students in traditional classrooms; however, the online students score
higher on self reported communication apprehension levels (Hanson & Teven, 2004).

Another factor to consider in communication apprehension is whether shorter term courses such
as 3 and 5 week summer courses can lessen the students’ communication apprehension. In
order to focus specifically on this public speaking anxiety, we made the decision to use the
Personal Report of Public Speaking Anxiety (PRPSA) as developed by James C. McCroskey
(1970). We invite the audience to give their feedback on the current and future uses of the
PRPSA.

Comparisons of Speech Anxiety in Basic Communication Courses Using
the PRPSA: Description of the study and the benefits of working together
as a research team.

Mary Z. Ashlock, University of Louisville

Communication Apprehension Research and Lessons Learned: Navigating
through the process of creating an online format for students using
Blackboard and transferring the results to SPSS.

Bill Brantley, University of Louisville

Communication Apprehension Research and Lessons Learned: A
graduate student’'s perspective of getting IRB certified and participating as
a researcher in the study.

Dan Tepe, University of Louisville

The PRPSA: Where Do We Go From Here? A discussion involving the
audience on the future uses of the PRPSA.
Katherine Taylor, University of Louisville

BREAK
4:00-4:50
Sponsored by
Mark Francisco (Wadsworth/Cengage Learning)

KEY NOTE SPEAKERS
OA Conversation with Michael Osborn and Robert BostromO
5:00-6:00

PICNIC & ENTERTAINMENT
6:00-8:00




SOCIAL HOURS
8:00- Until

SESSION 4
Saturday, September 13
9:00-9:50 a.m.

Session 4 A DInterpersonal & Small Group Interest Group

(Building Community with Students O

Interest Group Chair: Teresa Collard, University of Tennessee -Martin
tcollard@utm.edu

The Reconstruction of Faculty-Student Relationships via CMC

Blair Thompson, Western Kentucky University

The purpose of this presentation is to discuss the changes in faculty-student communication and
relationships due to computer-mediated communication (CMC). CMC is increasing between
students and college professors (Walther, 2004). Therefore, it is critical to address how CMC
differs from other modes of faculty-student communication, the communicative expectations, and
the advantages and disadvantages of CMC for faculty-student communication.

Interpersonal Skills in Advising: What Do Students Really Want?

Holly Payne, Western Kentucky University

Research on academic advising typically presents mixed conclusions on whether students are
more satisfied or successful with developmental versus prescriptive approaches. This
presentation will discuss this dichotomy and review the findings on important interpersonal
elements of successful advising. Strategies for enhancing student-advisor interaction will be
discussed.

The Importance of Developing Strong Faculty-Student Relationships in
Undergraduate Education

Teresa Collard, The University of Tennessee at Martin

Student-faculty interaction plays a key role in the educational persistence and attainment of
individual students (Pascarella & Terenzini, 2005). Research indicates students® perceptions of a
faculty memberQOs availablity and interest in them can promote their persistence. There is
significant research indicating the value of forming strong student-faculty relationships as it
relates to student success; therefore, this paper will explore the importance of relationships
between faculty and students and offer suggestions for creating and maintaining strong
relationships.

Developing Cooperation Among Students

Lisa LeBleu, The University of Tennessee at Martin

According to Maslow (1970) humans have a desire for growth and learning yet they also have a
desire for safety and security. If individuals are forced to choose between the two, most will
choose safety first. They must feel accepted and emotionally safe and secure before they are
willing to take risks and explore new ideas and ways of thinking. Many students do not wish to
take risks, especially in an environment where they do not know their fellow students. Therefore,
this paper will explore the need to create strong relationships among students and will provide
practical strategies for doing so.

Session 4 B B Special Interest Panel
Orhe Current State of Communication Education Certification in Kentucky and




Tennessee O

The communication discipline is an essential component of the educational enterprise--from
preschool to adult education. The field is particularly important in the arena of higher education.
Communication education develops the whole person, improves the work of education, advances
the interests of society, bridges cultural differences, and advances careers and the work of
business. That being the case, it is essential that communication curricula should be led and
taught by specialists trained in the discipline and in departments that are dedicated to the study of
communication (Morreale, Osborn, & Pearson, 2000). This roundtable discussion focuses on
what is happening in Tennessee and Kentucky regarding the current state of Communication
Education Certification and includes participation from those who have been involved from the
beginning of the efforts to include communication education in the K-12 curriculum reforms within
the states of Kentucky and Tennessee.

Alyce Grover, Somerset Community and Technical College
Jennifer Gregg, University of Louisville

Jacqueline McNally, Northern Kentucky University

Tom Sabetta, Jefferson Community and Technical College
Derek R. Lane, University of Kentucky

Lou Tillson, Murray State University

Larry Albert, Morehead State University

Carl Kell, Western Kentucky University

Lori Kissinger, Middle Tennessee State University

Session 4 C B Rhetoric & Public Address Interest Group
"Lights, Camera, Instruction!!": Evaluating and ldentifying the Use of
Feature Films and Television Programs in the Communication Classroom.

This panel will discuss and highlight a variety of film and television programs which may be used
to effectively demonstrate, explain, and clarify core concepts presented in a host of
communication courses.

The use of film and television clips no longer has to involve real class time and some alternatives
to presenting these artifacts in-class will be discussed by members of the panel. In addition,
several basic guidelines for their use will be provided and sample clips will be shown.

Law and Order | CSl: Las Vegas
Robert Glenn, Owensboro Community & Technical College
bobj.glenn@kctcs.edu

Cohen Brothers Films: (Fargo, No Country for Old Men,
Oh Brother Where Art Thou, Blood Simple)




Jim Reppert, Southern Arkansas University

Foreign Films
Dan Hildenbrandt, Owensboro Community & Technical College

Cross cultural perspectives in film
Tammy Rice, Owensboro Community & Technical College

Small Group Communication perspectives in film
Tori Forncrook, Owensboro Community & Technical College

SESSION 5
Saturday, September 13
10:00-10:50 a.m.

Session 5A - Curriculum and Instruction Interest Group

Orhe Communication InstructorOs Toolbox O

Interest Group Chair: Lori Kissinger,  Middle Tennessee State University
Ikissing@mtsu.edu

Student Tools - A Means for Proactive Study

Jeff Mendenhall, Chattanooga State Technical Community College

This presentation will explore the use of different tools aimed at providing students with the
formation of habits that will bring them success during the completion of their courses. Specific
area explored will be gathering important information in one area, formally listing individual needs
for student success and taking advantage of resources that are offered by various instructors.
This presentation will then conclude with a brief discussion regarding the collection of individual
student resources utilized by attending instructors.

Situational Communication Exercise

R. Taylor Richard, Walters State Community College

A teaching technique employed at the beginning of each semester, described as a fear, minority,
desire situation. The student is required to put him/her self into a different communication setting
by having to do something they have never done before because of one or combination of the
above three classifications. The communication aspect of the situation becomes the major focus
whether intrapersonal, interpersonal, group, public and/or cultural.

Assessing a General Education Core course — what we learned from a pre-
pilot project.

Peg McCree and Virginia O'Donnell, Middle Tennessee State University

The Tennessee Board of Regents recently established a system-wide plan that mandates yearly
assessments of all the courses listed in the OGeneral Education CoeO for TBR schools. The first
series of these assessments are to begin in Spring 2009. At MTSU we were asked to design and
conduct a pre-pilot project for assessing the 70+ sections of our Fundamentals of Communication
class (Comm 2200). In this session we will share with you what we learned in the process of
designing and conducting this pre-pilot project. The session will include a question and answer
period and, if time permits, a chance for others to share their stories.

Using Systematic Desensitization and Prescriptive Methods to Help




Students Overcome Their Fear of Public Speaking

G. B. Pierre LaFleur, Morehead State University

A description of the use of prescriptive and interactive classroom activities that gradually reduce
speaker apprehension and increase the willingness of students to speak in the public speaking
classroom. Professors of Speech Communication are always looking for ways to teach public
speaking that improve the final skill level of students. This effort and "gift" is a design that turns
fear reduction into a kind of game. The results seem to be that even persons with previously high
apprehension levels claim they have learned to enjoy public speaking.

The Building Blocks of News Releases

Janet Rice McCoy, Morehead State University
To teach students how to organize background information, facts and quotes into a cohesive
body of text for a news release.

Session 5B - Special Interest Panel

The Rhetoric of the 2008 Presidential Campaign:

What Worked, What Didn't, and Why

This panel will focus on the efficacy and nature of the rhetoric of the presidential candidates in the

2008 presidential campaign of the United States. The panel includes specialists in media,

rhetoric, debate, political strategy and speechwriting. The panelists will focus their remarks on

their analyses of what rhetorical strategies proved effective, which proved ineffective, and what

other variables may have influenced the failure and/or success of the various candidates.

Chair: Thomas Sabetta of Jefferson Community & Technical College
thomas.sabetta@kctcs.edu

Panelists: G. B. Pierre LaFleur of Morehead State University;
Robert Glenn of Owensboro C & T College;
Gary Deaton of Transylvania University;
Robert West of the University of Southern Indiana; and
James Reppert of Southern Arkansas University.

Session 5C D Special Interest

HIV/AIDS Education and Prevention: Examining Health Communication
Approaches in Belize and India

Kandi Walker, University of Louisville

Margaret DOSilvalniversity of Louisville

Joy Hart, University of Louisville

Despite advances in treatment, the HIV/AIDS pandemic still rages. With an estimated 38.6 million
people infected with HIV and at least 20 million dead from the infection worldwide, HIV/AIDS is a
colossal problem, one with serious public health implications (UNAIDS, 2007).

Communication is of vital importance in preventing further spread of the virus. In this paper, we
examine two successful, though widely different, health communication approaches to HIV/AIDS
prevention--one in Belize and one in India. These efforts were selected because they took place
on different continents with people of different cultural backgrounds for different lengths of time;
however, each was creative in its approach to addressing this public health problem. By
examining such efforts, scholars, researchers, and practitioners can begin to learn from programs




across the globe, assess utility, and compile best practices.

12:00
Joint Luncheon and Awards Ceremony




